
            FEBRUARY 10,  2010   —  FEBRUARY  23,  2010 ▪  VOLUME 9, NO. 3   

 
         Our 30 minute midweek 
Lenten services begin Wednesday, 
February 17, at 7 p.m.  featuring a 
newly created dialogue that will 
help us to more fully understand the 
only prayer Jesus has taught us,        
The Lord’s Prayer.  Come, benefit 
from this fresh (and fun) learning         
experience.                                              
  Approaching  Easter, there 
will be the presentation of a       
cantata, Lord of Light  on Sunday, 
March 21st at 7 p.m.  at Grace. The 

cantata, accompanied by an 18 piece              
symphonette will be ecumenical,     
bringing together  singers from six 
Woodstock  congregations and will 
team Grace in joint witness with              
Redeemer, our ELCA sister                  
congregation in Woodstock. 

  by Rev.  Ken Gibson — In the last issue of Grace For Today,  I presented the question;  ―What shall we do together in 
our journey this Lenten Season?  I offered the possibility of trying  something new this year.  Scott Brents is   
Senior Pastor at  Camano Lutheran Church on Camano Island in Washington state.  Together, we  completed a          
selection of 47 daily Bible stories accompanied with a series of questions that can be considered each day from 
Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday.  What makes this study unique is that it’s an  online program that provides                        
an opportunity to pursue further questions and ongoing discussion. 
     Thanks to the ―computereze‖  and efforts of Billie Cornell...Grace now has a complete interactive Lenten     
Bible Study that’s  ―up and running.‖   The program is also linked to the congregation at Camano Lutheran. Both 
congregations will be able to read, share and dialogue with each other by logging  onto Facebook. 
     The Bible Study is easy to use and  accessed through our Grace Website.  Here's how to sign on! 
                                   —   Go to our website at www.gracewoodstock.org .                                                                                         

      —   “Click” the ―Lenten Bible Study‖ Icon (See figure below) and you'll be directed  to the 

Bible Study Page.  (See figure on Page 3). You can read or print the daily Bible verse     (Continued On Page 3)        

           

Our Lenten Journey Begins… A Gateway Opens  

     The month of February usually brings an increase in clients that use 

the Wednesday night emergency PADS shelter.  Our Grace members 

will be serving chicken, mashed -potatoes, and all the extras for a nour-

ishing meal on Wednesday February 24th.   The social ministry team 

will be asking for food item donations, as well as cash donations this 

month to cover the cost of the chicken.  Thank you for your continued 

support as we strive to feed those in need in our community! 

2010 Volume Numbers Rise At PADS Shelter 

Ash Wednesday Service On      
February 17th — Lord of 
Light  Cantata , March 21st 

http://www.gracewoodstock.org/
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WORSHIP 

TODAY 

PRAYERS  

 FOR TODAY 

If  you wish to add a prayer request for this newsletter, please call the church office at 815-338-0554.    Your prayer concern will run for one 
week and may be renewed. Submissions to the Friends in  Prayer  e-mail and phone teams may also be submitted by telephone to the church 
office or by  e-mail to Gracewoodstock.org. Due to confidentiality laws, hospitals no longer notify churches or pastors when a member is 
hospitalized. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or is admitted to the hospital, please call the church office at 
815-338-0554.  
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Sunday, February 14, 2010   
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

               INTRODUCTION 

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus will be unable to avoid reflecting 
that glory in the world. It was true for 
Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, 
James, and John. We pray that it will be 
true of all of us who see the glory of the 
Lord in the word and in the supper and 
who are being "transformed into the same 
image" by the Spirit of God. 

Readings: Exodus 34:29–35    Psalm 992 
Corinthians 3:12—4:2         Luke 9:28–43a 

Sunday, February 21, 2010 
First Sunday in Lent 

                INTRODUCTION 

These forty days called Lent are like no 
other. It is our opportune time to return 
to the God who rescues; to receive the 
gifts of God's grace; to believe with the 
heart and confess with the mouth the 
wonder of God's love in Jesus; and to 
resist temptation at every turn. This is no 
small pilgrimage on which we have just 
embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It 
is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of 
the Lord, in bread and wine, water and 
word, will uphold and sustain us.    
Readings:                                                      
Deuteronomy 26:1–11   Psalm 91:1–2, 9–16                                    
Romans 10:8b–13                       Luke 4:1–13 

PRAYERS-Please lift up these petitions in your prayers—To become a praying member of the Friends in 

Prayer prayer chain, please submit your name and e-mail address to  dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org.                                                                                                                                 

World: Bishop Hanson, Bishop Wollersheim; those serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

including William Guenther (brother of Gretchen Guenther-Hutchens), Erik Given in 

the   U. S. Navy, Rev. Darrell Kyle serving in the U.S. Air Force in Southwest Asia, 

ArushaTown Lutheran Parish in Tanzania (our companion parish), Amanda Meyer 

teaching in Yangon, Myanmar (Burma), Sarah Conroy-Meyer serving in the Army in 

Iraq (daughter-in-law of Tom and Cathy Meyer)                                                                                       

Woodstock:  Pastor Ken Gibson and his family; Grace Staff; Grace Council                                                                                                                                                                      

Health Concerns: Shirley Berna, Carol Cavin (niece of Marge Birk), Bonnie Cordia 

(sister of Tom Lopez), Barbara Dye (friend of Bev Unglaube, Ellen Lohmeyer, Sue Olsen 

and Amy Varys), Nancy Ekstrom (grandmother of Colin Kahoun) Anthony Enlow 

(friend of Kim May-Zelle), Joe Ewing (brother-in-law of Doris Sunday), Hope Fuller, 

Olga Grasser, Mary Guyett (sister of Doris Sunday), Carrie Hage (mother of Bill Le-

Few), Barb Hahn, Ruthie Hemmingsen-Case (mother of Tammy Hansing), Dick Holt-

freter (brother of Carol Jarnecke), Frank Holy, Holly Hutchens (sister-in-law to Claude 

& Gretchen Hutchens), Janet Johnson (friend of Kim Beystehner), Carol Knutson, 

Mimi Lange, Paul Miotto (grandfather of Dee Brown), Terry Mitro (sister of Pastor Ken 

Gibson), Charlene Montgomery (mother of  Craig and Caryl Montgomery), Jean Ni-

estroj (aunt of Mike Phillips), Kathy Nordin, Kayla Oberman, Bill O’Brien (friend of 

Tom & Cathy Meyer), Gloria Ogle, Hazel Powell, Shawn Rank (son of Bert & Carol 

Rank), Russ Reed, Jeff Roberts, Larry Rowe, Cindy Schroeder, Gladys Servatius 

(mother of Nan Behrns), Kathy Sharp (friend of Jerry & Mary Johnson), Kathy Stone, 

Tom Stone (brother of Kathy Stone), Peter Stumpf (friend of the Cornells), Carol 

Thompson (daughter of Marge Dierksen), Josh Tillman, Carol Weide (daughter-in-law 

of Eileen Weide)                                                                                                                                                

Joys: Baptisms of Andrew Jackson Montgomery and Kyle Arthur Figard 

   



NEWSLETTER DEADLINE —All  Grace for Today  articles for the February 24  issue should be sent to Tim Hedlin at 
thedlin@gracewoodstock.org  or to the church office by February 18.   
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Pastor Ken 

February 21 - Session 6 How to Tell 

the Difference between the Kingdom 

on the Left and the Kingdom on the 

Right (Should Christians be involved 

in the world?) 
 

Sunday, 9:45 AM  

The Adult Café      

     The Spirituality Team is looking 

for additional help delivering a tape 

of the Sunday service to one of our 

church shut-ins one Sunday a month.  

Since restarting the tape ministry 

our number of requests keeps grow-

ing.  Please call Bev Unglaube (815) 

338-4593  or call the church office. 

Tape Ministry Growth   
Continues..Help Needed 

Our Lenten Journey Begins… A Gateway Opens To Online Bible Study  

 (Continued From Page 1)  and by logging onto Facebook ..you’re  able to leave a comment at the open text space on the 
right.   This adds a new dimension of   sharing our faith with others.. during our personal at -home Bible  
Study.   Join me, other Grace members and the congregation at Camano Lutheran as we walk this new path on our 
Lenten Journey.  Hope to see you..online! 

February 14  - Billie Cornell takes a 

look at the Grace  Website and   

highlights some of the new  features 

and design changes that  have been 

added recently. 
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  Grace Preschool News 

―Think Spring‖Adult Bus Trip Planned  

WANTED — Young adults 18-22 years to establish a new fellowship group at Grace. Are you wondering where 

you fit in at Grace once high school is completed?   Join us for pizza, pop and dessert on Saturday, February 

27th at 6:00 p.m. in Grace Center.  We need your ideas on what you would like to see evolve with this group.    

All young adults 18-22 and high school seniors are invited. Please email ghutchens@gracewoodstock.org           

or phone/text Gretchen Hutchens at 815-341-7544. 

     Join us Tuesday, February 23rd, at the Senior luncheon and learn how to 

―Eat your Way to a Healthy Heart‖!  Heart Disease is the # 1 cause of death 

for  both men and women. Your eating habits play a key role in the health of 

your heart. Julie Meeker,  a Cardiology & Wellness Dietitian from Centegra 

Health System,  will teach us about the disease process and nutritional tips 

for lowering both your cholesterol level and your risk for disease. Our heart 

healthy menu features a Greek Salad, Greek Style Chicken with Lemon   

Pistachio Rice, Boiled Greens and Crispy Napoleons for dessert. Cost is only 

$5.00 — so bring a friend!  Please sign up in the Activity Binder by February 

21st . 

   Join us on Sunday, March 7,  for our ―Think Spring‖ adult bus trip.  The 

deadline to sign up and pay is February  14.   Our trip is to the Chicago 

Flower and Garden Show. We’ll leave Grace at 9:30 a.m.  and enjoy a     

fabulous brunch at the Walleye Grill in Sun City, Huntley.  Then relax on 

the bus for a drive to Navy Pier and Chicago for the Flower & Garden 

Show.  The show will feature over 25 gardens , cooking demos, stage     

seminars, tablescapes, new plant varieties and over 100 vendors in the   

Marketplace. We’ll leave Chicago at 5:30 p.m. and a Sub Supper will be 

served enroute!  Please order when you sign up.  Cost is only $55!  For our 

Huntley friends, the bus will do a pickup and drop off in Sun City.  For a 

information flier or to sign up see the Activity Binder or call Shirley Busse 

815-338-9063.  

The Spirituality Team would like to invite you to come pray with us during 
the Prayer Vigil, which will be held on Good Friday, April 2, from 8 a.m. 
until 8 p.m.  in the parlor at church.  Look for the sign-up poster to make 
sure all our time slots are covered, but there can be many more than one 
person praying at one time.  The congregation will have the opportunity to 
fill out the purple prayer request forms starting in March until Good         
Friday. Place them in the basket by the poster or put in an offering plate  
during services.  These requests will be made available for everyone to pray 
for during the vigil.  There will also be art supplies available in the parlor for 
other expressions of prayer.  The Prayer Vigil is open to all ages.  This is  a 
wonderful way to end our Lenten season.  Please consider spending some 
time in prayer at Grace. 

    A new program for children who 

are two years old by September 1, 

2010 is being offered for theFall 

term.  Register now for this new 

program! Registration is also under-

way for 3,4, and 5 year olds in a 2,3 

or 5 day class respectively!                                        

The Preschool is expecting higher 

enrollment for the 2010-2011 school 

year so register now to reserve a 

place for your child in a Fall class! 

Visit the Preschool during Open 

House, March 6,  from 10 a.m. to 12 

p.m.!   Snacks and activities are 

planned for the children! You may 

also schedule a visit  before, during 

or after classes Monday through 

Friday to view the Preschool. Early 

evening appointments are also 

available!   Contact Linda Mindrum 

at 815-338-0554 or at                         

lmindrum@gracewoodstock.org  for 

further information. THANK YOU 

for your donations of oatmeal 

boxes, Pringle cans, envelopes and 

greeting cards! We are no longer 

collecting these items. Campbell 

product UPC codes, spools and HP 

type ink cartridges are still needed! 

Prayer Vigil Planned for Good Friday, April 2 

―Healthy Heart‖ Theme Featured At Senior Luncheon 

New 2-Year Old Program     

Begins In Fall Semester 
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News Shorts...Whatõs Happening At Grace 

GRACE STAFF & COUNCIL 
Senior Pastor  

Rev. Kenneth D. Gibson                                                   

kgibson@gracewoodstock.org                                                                                 

Office Phone: 815-338-0554                

Home Phone: 815-527-7215                                                       

Administrator  

Tim Hedlin 

thedlin@gracewoodstock.org                       

Director of Music Ministries  

Ron Fredriksen 
rfredriksen@gracewoodstock.org 

 

Parish Musicians  

Terry Aavang, Jan Burns, Dale Carlson,      

Larry Lagerhausen, Tammy Baier             
 

Director of Preschool Ministry  

Linda Mindrum 

lmindrum@gracewoodstock.org 
 

Preschool Teacher  

 Chris Learman 
 

Director of Educational Ministries  

Gretchen Hutchens 

ghutchens@gracewoodstock.org 
 

Directors of Senior High Ministries  

Jay and Deb Fuller 
jfuller or dfuller@gracewoodstock.org 

 

Director of Senior Ministries  

Shirley Busse 
 

Secretary/ Denise Klabunde  

dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org 

Office Assistant /Cathy Buhrow               

cbuhrow@gracewoodstock.org 
 

Wedding Coordinator Leader  

Dee Brown 
 

Building Supervisor/ Ken Zank 
 

Custodian/ Kim Brink 

Officers & Council  

Rick Cornell; Mary Beth Martin-Bellavia; 

Cynthia DeBerg; Brian Gerloff;               

Nan Goerlitz; Sonja Hutchens; Kathy    

Nordin; Joe Pienschke; Tim Stumpff; 

Chuck Varys; Steve Young 

council@gracewoodstock.org 

    

THE LOPING LUTHERANS—In pursuit of exercise and healthy             

recreation there will be open gym from 7:45-8:45 p.m.  each Wednesday. 

GRACE OPPORTUNITIES — Short-term Speakers-Singers-Players-
Ringers  You can participate in one or more of these Special Worship 

Events:   dramatic dialogue presentations on the Lord’s Prayer throughout 

Lent; Palm Sunday - March 28, 8:30 a.m., Good Friday & Easter Vigil, 7 p.m., and 

Easter, 7 & 8:30 a.m.—choirs both adult and younger. Contact the director of 

the age group of interest for full details. Find out more about the Lenten 

Dialogue from Pastor Ken or Ron Fredriksen. Adult rehearsals are on 

Wednesday evenings. Please call for more information.  

LENTEN SOUP LUNCHES — Ash Wednesday is February 17, and we are 

in need of some cooks for our soup lunches. Soup is served directly after our  

Noon services. We use about 20 quarts of soup each week. There are several 

ways to easily make the soup, and help is available. For more information or 

to sign up, see the Activity Binder or call Shirley Busse 815-338-9063.  

CELEBRATE—Celebrate the Transfiguration of  our Lord on the                       
mountaintop in true Dixieland style.  Mark your calendar for this Sunday’s 
Chili Fest and pot luck.   Bring a friend or unchurched neighbor!  It's an easy 
opportunity to Share God's Grace.  

HAITI RELIEF  — Send  a                                                                         

Check or Money Order to:                                                                                                                 

ELCA Disaster Response                                                                                                                             

39330 Treasury Center                                                                                                                       

Chicago, IL 60694-9300                                                                                                                   

VOLLEYBALL NIGHT — Come and enjoy a night of Volleyball and Baggo,         

(you know, the bean bag toss) on Saturday, February 20, in the Grace gym 

at 6:30 p.m. We’ll play for a while and then meet up at El Niagra for some 

food and beverages. Sign up sheet is on the kiosk in the narthex. 

CAKE RECEPTION — To celebrate Pastor Ken’s first anniversary at Grace;  

you’re invited to enjoy a cake reception between services this Sunday,        

February 14th. 

HELP THE SCOUTS     —  Our                     

Scout Troop 153 will be selling  

Butter Braid  bakery items 

(including coffee cake) for a Spring 

fundraiser from February 15 to 

March 15.  A signup sheet  will be 

provided in the Narthex. 

NIS -2010 CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCING EVENT — If  you are 

planning to attend this one day event on Saturday, March 20 at Kishwaukee 

College in Malta, Illinois;  please send the registration fee for $17.00 to Grace 

before February 20th. Also include a completed registration form (available 

at church office) or register online at www.nisynod.org/cre .  Registration 

after March 1st is $22.00 per person. 
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THE WEEKS AHEAD AT GRACE 
Sunday, February 14   
8:30AM       Traditional Worship 
9:30 AM       Fair Trade Coffee 
9:45 AM      Adult Café—Grace Web 
    site 
9:45 AM   Education Hour 
10:45 AM    Contemporary Worship 
12:00 PM     Chili Fest/Potluck  
    Luncheon 
12:00  PM     Baptism  Luncheon                                    
5:00 PM    Youthful Spirit 
6:30 PM    Grace  Ringers / HS Choir  
 
 Monday,  February 15 
President’s Day-Church office closed 
5:30   PM     Grace Volleyball 
6:30   PM     Boy Scouts Troop 153 
7:00   PM     Faith Circle 
 
Tuesday,   February 16 
9:00 AM   3’s & 5’s Preschool 
9:00 AM      Sewing Circle 
6:30 PM       Boy Scout  Committee Mtg 
7:00 PM       Decoration Team  
7:00 PM       Women Praise  
 

Wednesday,   February 17 
No Confirmation class –attend Worship 
9:00 AM    4’s & 5’s Preschool 
12:00 PM   Ash Wednesday Service 
 1:00 PM      Lenten Soup Lunch 
 5:00 PM      Messengers 
 5:15  PM   Prime Time Dinner 
 5:30  PM     2-Yr Olds/Cherubs 
6:00 PM     Revelation Ringers 
 6:15  PM    Joyful Sound 
7:00  PM      Ash Wednesday Service    
8:00 PM   Festival Choir 
 

Thursday,  February 18 
9:00 AM   3’s & 5’s Preschool 
7:00 PM        Council Meeting 
  

Friday,   February 19 
9:00 AM    4’s & 5’s Preschool 

Saturday,   February  20   
9:00 AM     Band 
5:00 PM      Worship  
6:30 PM      Weekender’s Volleyball/Baggo 
           

Sunday,   February 21   
8:30 AM  Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM     Adult Café—Bible Study 
9:45 AM  Education Hour 
10:45 AM   Contemporary Worship  
 3:00 PM     Music4Martin 
 5:00 PM   Youthful Spirit 
6:30 PM   Graceful  Ringers/HS Choir                          
 

 Monday,  February 22 
 9:00 AM  4’s & 5’s Preschool 
4:00 PM      Open Gym 
5:30   PM    Grace Volleyball 
6:00 PM      Brownie Troop 230 
6:30 PM      Boy Scouts Troop 153 
7:00 PM      Cub Scout Pack 350 
7:00 PM      Preschool Committee Mtg. 
 

Tuesday,   February 23  
9:00 AM  3’s & 5’s Preschool 
12:00 PM     Senior Luncheon 
6:00 PM   Girl Scout Troop 1306 
7:00  PM     Green Team Meeting 
7:00 PM      Women Praise 
 

Wednesday,  February 24 
No Confirmation class –attend Worship 
9:00 AM    4’s & 5’s Preschool              
12:00 PM  Lenten Service 
  1:00 PM    Lenten Soup Lunch 
 5:00 PM    Messengers 
 5:15  PM Prime Time Dinner 
 5:30  PM   2-Yr Olds/Cherubs 
6:00 PM   Revelation Ringers 
 6:15  PM  Joyful Sound 
700  PM    Lenten Service    
 7:30 PM  Chancel Choir 
 7:45 PM     Loping Lutherans 
8:00 PM Festival Choir 

      Address Service Requested 

:Thursday,  February 25                      
9:00 AM      3’s & 5’s Preschool                       
1:00 PM       Naomi Circle. 
 
Friday,  February 26 
 9:00AM 4’s & 5’s Preschool 
  
Saturday,   February 27  
9:00 AM   Band 
5:00 PM    Worship 
6:00  PM      Young Adults Fellowship 
 
Sunday, February 28   
8:30AM       Traditional Worship 
9:45 AM   Education Hour 
9:45 AM   Adult Café-Bible Study 
10:45 AM     Contemporary Worship 
2:00 PM       Boy Scout Patrol Leader 
    Conference 
5:00 PM    Youthful Spirit 
6:30 PM    Grace  Ringers / HS Choir  
 
 Monday,  March 1 
9:00 AM   4’s & 5’s Preschool 
4:00 PM       Open Gym 
5:30   PM      Grace Volleyball 
6:30 PM        Boy Scouts Troop 153 
 
 

U. S. Census Bureau Needs         

 Many Local Workers. 

 Good payð  ($15+ an hour)     
Flexible hours ð   Testing in 
Woodstock   this month ð For 
more information call:                 
 866-861-2010  or Go to   
www.2010censusjobs.com   

http://www.2010censusjobs.com

