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Coming Together As A Community Of Believers

Sharing some good news! By Rev. Ken Gibson

Now I'm sure that some of you are noticing that I did not capitalize “good news” in the title
of this article and that is because the best “Good News” of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ
is not directly what I hope to address in this article. The good news I want to share with you
has to do with the news that is a result of what I believe is our definite ability to grow in that
love given and thus shared by all of us... to be all that Jesus hopes we can and should be as a
community of believers. So here is the “good news” that we all can rejoice in as said people.

Grace Lutheran is reversing trend lines in some very key areas and that is very good news indeed. These areas
include Average weekly attendance, Average weekly giving and overall Growth in members. As we look at these
lines let us rejoice in realizing that as we continue to follow Jesus’ mandate that we love one another and truly feel
and live this mandate, more and more people will desire to share in our life together and that is what Jesus hopes for
all believers. Let me highlight some of these areas.

® Increased Worship Attendance: When we ask ourselves: “What is the one thing we do as a community each

week?” We look at worship, for worship is that which all of us do together and it is that which compels us into mis-
sion and all else we do in Jesus’ name. The figures are as follows: In 2008 our average weekly attendance stood at
322 per weekend. In 2009 our average weekly attendance was 427 an increase of 25%. This is a trend that I believe
will continue in the remainder of 2010. Thanks be to God!

® Increased Weekly Giving: In 2009 our giving level at Grace was also up and for that good news we also give

thanks to God.

® Increased Growth in Members: In 2008 Grace membership stood at 1569.

NEXT

SUNDAY!
BEGINNING

May 30th
The Summer Service Schedule

5:00PM  Saturday Service
Sunday
8:30AM  Traditional Service
10:00AM Contemporary
Service

(Continued On Page 3)

Time To Smile!
Time To Have Your Family Photos Taken
For The 2010 Grace Pictorial Directory

Three years have passed since our last church pictorial directory and lot
of changes have take place since then. During the next couple weeks we’ll
post more information on scheduling photo times for the 2010 directory.
Appointments can be made either at church or online. There will also be
appointment registration offered after worship services for several weeks,
so be sure to select a day and time which is convenient for you. Our
directory won’t be complete without you. Whether you attend every week,
or only occasionally, we want you to be included in our new directory.



Sunday, May 23, 2010 Sunday, May 30, 2010

Day of Pentecost The Holy Trinity
Ist Sunday After Pentecost

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION
Pentecost is a day of promises fulfilled.
The promised Spirit of God is poured 'O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your
out. The baptized have become name in 2111 the earth! ! Today Wwe CEIE’
‘children of God" and “joint heirs with brate the name of God: holy blessed
Christ." By the power of the Spirit we Trinity. There is no other day quite like
have seen the face of the Father in his this one in the church’s year. There is
only begotten Son and been saved by no other god like ours. Praise Father,
him. Bless the Lord, O my soul. Son, and Holy Spirit!

Readings: Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b Romans 8:14-17 Readings: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
John 14:8-17 [25-27] Psalm 8, Romans 5:1-5. John 16:12-15

TODAY

PRAYERS-Pleas lift up these petitions in your prayers—To become a praying member
of the Friends in Prayer prayer chain, please submit your name and e-mail address to
dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org.

PRAYERS World: Bishop Hanson, Bishop Wollersheim; those serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan, including Erik Given in the U. S. Navy, Arusha Town
FOR TODAY Lutheran Parish in Tanzania (our companion parish), Amanda Meyer

teaching in Yangon, Myanmar (Burma), Sarah Conroy-Meyer serving in

the Army in Iraq (daughter-in-law of Tom and Cathy Meyer)

Woodstock: Pastor Ken Gibson and his family; Grace Staff; Grace Council
Health Concerns: Shirley Berna, Jill Byran (friend of Jacob Combs), Bonnie
Cordia (sister of Tom Lopez), Austin Cox (grand-nephew of Connie
Fischer), Marge Dierksen, Patricia Dunn (friend of the Hoover Family),
Barbara Dye (friend of Bev Unglaube, Ellen Lohmeyer, Sue Olsen and Amy
Varys), Anthony Enlow (friend of Kim May-Zelle), Betty Fischer (mother of
Connie Fischer), Francis Grasser, Olga Grasser, Mary Guyett (sister of Doris
Sunday), Ruth Hemmingsen-Case (mother of Tammy Hansing), Dick
Holtfreter (brother of Carol Jarnecke), Frank Holy, Janet Johnson (friend of
Kim Beystehner), Kathy Nordin, Kayla Oberman, Gloria Ogle, Hazel Powell,
George Rademacher (brother-in-law of Joe & Karen Wietermann), Shawn
Rank (son of Bert & Carol Rank), Jim Roberts, Jeff Roberts, Cindy
Schroeder, Bud Schulz, Kathy Sharp (friend of Jerry & Mary Johnson),
Kathy Stone, Tom Stone (brother of Kathy Stone), Peter Stumpf (friend of
the Cornells), Carol Thompson (daughter of Marge Dierksen), Josh Tillman,
Jeanette Wesemann (sister of Carol Jarnecke), Jack Wienke, Ruth Zirves
Sorrow: Eleanor Mickelson (sister of Eugene Fuller), Paul Miotto
(grandfather of Dee Brown) Joys:
Baptism of Lauren Elise Ribbe and Grace Isabella Nellessen

If you wish to add a prayer request for this newsletter, please call the church office at 815-338-0554.  Your prayer concern will run for one
week and may be renewed. Submissions to the Friends in Prayer e-mail and phone teams may also be submitted by telephone to the church
office or by e-mail to Gracewoodstock.org. Due to confidentiality laws, hospitals no longer notify churches or pastors when a member is
hospitalized. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or is admitted to the hospital, please call the church office at
815-338-0554.
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Coming Together As A Community Of Believers

(Continued From Page 1) In 2009 membership stood at 1608. .. All in all there is indeed good news amidst our
commitment to the Good News of life in Jesus Christ. Ithank all of us for the effort we are mutually putting forth in
growing God’s Kingdom on earth and our living out the Gospel message in sharing God’s Grace. Grace Lutheran
Church is blessed in so many ways and as we live out our lives together following Jesus’ mandate to love one
another, our blessings most certainly will be felt and shared. Thanks be to God. And let us continue to Share God’s

Grace.

—_ Pmﬂ'o*& Km

WANTED: Director of Educational Ministries

Grace is looking for a Director of Educational Ministries beginning this
Summer. We extend our thanks to Gretchen Guenther Hutchens for her
year of service in this capacity and wish her much love as she needs to step
down from this staff position. Iam very thankful for having the opportu-
nity to work with her this past year.

As I'look to the needs of the staffing for the next years to come it would be
my desire as senior pastor to seek someone with many different skills to
allow us to advance our mission most successfully. If you are interested at
all, please contact me, through Denise in the church office, to set up an
appointment so we can discuss the skill set needed to fulfill this very
important staff position.  In Christ, Pastor Ken

WANTED: Adult Education Committee Persons
As you may have noted in GFT one of the recommendations that came out of
the Task force groups was to indeed have committee that focuses on the
Adult education needs at Grace. If you are interested in serving on this new,
and I would add very important committee, please contact the church office
soon! A first meeting of these potential committee members will be
scheduled for early June. This will be a fun committee, don’t hold back, get
involved, this will be great for the future of our mission and ministry here at
Grace Lutheran Church. Ithank you in advance for your prayerful
consideration of this new committee!

In Christ, Pastor Ken

Preschool Fall
Registration Continues

As the preschool wraps up the
end of the school year, we give a big
“Thank You” to Mrs. Linda and
wish her all the best in her retire-
ment. The children are preparing
for their End of the Year Program and
learning new songs. Registration
continues for Fall 2010 for children
ages 2-5 and classes are filling up!
We welcome three new teachers for
next year. Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Amy and
Mrs. Tammy! All very qualified
teachers of Early Childhood
Education and are very excited. June
21 -24™ we will be having a fun
week of Preschool Summer Camp;
F.R.O.G.—Fully Rely On God ...
Down by the pond adventure! Contact
Mrs. Chris at 815-338-0554 for more
information or visit the website at
www.gracewoodstock.org

New Habitat For Humanity Startup In Harvard

A new Habitat for Humanity/Thrivent Building project is beginning next month in Harvard. This is an
opportunity to Share God’s Grace with a low-income family working toward first-time home ownership.
Volunteers from our church are needed on the following Saturdays: July 10, August 14 and October 9. Volunteers

can work on the

construction or can help by making lunch for those working on the house. For more information,

contact Bud Schulz (bud@mschulz.net) or Kristin Thurow (ekthurow@owec.net ).

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE —All Grace for Today articles for the June 2 issue should be sent to Tim Hedlin at

thedlin@gracewoodstock.org or to the church office by May 27.
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http://www.gracewoodstock.org/

Vacation Bible School Is
A Blast!..A Baobab Blast!

All children from 3 years old
through 5th grade are welcome.
The great Baobab tree in the
expansive African savannah is the
setting for this year’s VBS. This
exciting get-together has
something for everyone in the
community to LOVE. Kids will be
creating, running, jumping, and
FOLLOWing with action-packed
games; singing amazing new songs;
and SHARE-ing the good news
with everyone they meet. TRUST
us, this is the VBS you don’t want
to miss! It’s all about being part of
a community, CARE-ing for others,
learning about the Bible, and
having fun, of course! Sign up today
and bring a friend! Registration
forms are available at the welcome
desk, education office or on line at
http://www.gracewoodstock.org/
education/vbs.htm
This year to help everyone have the
opportunity to join in the VBS fun
we are cross registering with
Redeemer Lutheran Church of
Woodstock. They will also be
using the Baobab Blast for their
VBS which will be held during the
evenings of July 19th - 23.
Redeemer Lutheran Church1320
Dean Street, Woodstock, IL
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The Graceful Men breakfast for
May 22, 8 AM will feature the
stories of our men and women who
lived through and participated in
World War II. We'll learn what
they did before the war, during the
war, and how there lives were
changed...plus memories of Grace
Church during those tough
times...If you have someone that we
should include please talk to
Howard Hoyt, Jim Zei or Bill
Kreznor. Sign up in the Narthex.

World War II Memories

Doyou speakianother language
besides Englishi

Your special

language gift
IS needed for

Our Pentecost Sunday.
Services On May 23rd!....

Contact the'church office:

Grace Preschool

GRACE PRESCHOOL FALL
REGISTRATION - Make May the
month to register your preschool
child in the Grace Preschool
Program! Many parents register
their preschooler in May and some
classes could reach maximum
enrollment before the end of the
school year. Program options
include; a 5 day, 4 and 5 year old
program (M - F), $245.00/month; a
3 day, 4 year old program (M,W,F),
$140.00 per/month; a 2 day, 3 year
old program (T,TH), $125.00/
month; a 2 day, 2 year old program
(T, TH), $120/month; a 1 day, 2 year
old program, (T or TH), $65/month.
CAMPBELL SOUP UPCs
NEEDED - Thank you to all who
have saved Campbell UPC codes!!
We need 800 more UPC codes to
enable us to order a Little Tikes
Truck and Wagon for the new two
year old class! Please help us reach
our goall DONATIONS FOR
THE NEW TWO YEAR OLD
PROGRAM—WELCOME! The
Preschool could use board books,
touch-feel-board books, Little
People toys, sorting games, large
legos/duplex, Little Tikes trucks,
tractors and other vehicles! We also
need plastic climbers and scoot-n-
go toys for the gym and playground
that are designed for 2 year olds.
Thank You! For further information,
contact Linda Mindrum or
Chris Learman at 815-338-0554.
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News Shouts... Whats Fappening Ut Grace

SENIOR LUNCHEON — May’s Senior Luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, May 25. The theme of the program is
gardening. We have Rich Tobiasz, a Master Gardener with Illinois Extension Office, coming to talk about “ 7he
Patio Garden”. Learn how you can grow beautiful flowers and vegetables in containers! Our meal consists of Three
Bean Wacky Sweet Salad, Cucumber Salad, Carrot/Raisin Salad, BBQ Ribs, Baked Potato with toppings, Ap-
plesauce, rolls and Black Bottom Cupcakes for dessert. This is one you don’t want to miss!!! Cost is $5.00 & bring a

friend. Please sign up in the Activity Binder by May 23™.

MISTLETOE MAGIC — Now you can check for an update of craft items
needed for upcoming projects for Mistletoe Magic 10". Just go to our Grace
Website or the Sign Up Book at the Welcome Center for updated lists of
items needed for upcoming workshops. Some items such as: used or
unwanted candles, good condition necklace boxes and used Christmas
cards. Contact Cathy Meyer 338-0512

PRIME TIME A SUCCESS — PrimeTime was a success! We just want to
thank everyone who volunteered on a meal team during PrimeTime and
those who came week in and week out to partake of the great meals!
PrimeTime was able to donate $250 to the Confirmation Ministry to help
with the purchase of Bibles; $250 to the high school youth group for its
fund; and $200 to the Graceful Men Ministry. Also, thanks to everyone’s
generosity on Family Night (May 5), the Women’s Retreat was able to raise
$426! If you were at Family Night, you enjoyed the fabulous singing of some
of the Woodstock High School choirs. PrimeTime also gives a donation to
the WHS Choral Program for its time. The support of the congregation
means so much to the awesome ministry of PrimeTime! Look forward to
seeing you in the Fall. Also, See Prime Time photos on our church Website.

SHARING THE BOUNTY HOSTS NEEDED —This Summer we are
hoping to have some Share the Bounty hosts; folks who like to be present in
our beautiful courtyard between services, drink some coffee and discuss all

things growing. If that sounds great to you, there will be a sign up sheet at
the table. Any question, call Mary Beth Martin-Bellavia at 815-338-5194.

ADULT BUS TRIP — An Adult Coach Bus Trip is scheduled for Sunday,
August 1, 9:30a.m. - 7:30p.m. Join us as we “Escape to Carroll County” to
visit Timberlake Playhouse, the oldest continually operating professional
Summer theatre in Illinois for their production of “Curtain” a musical/
comedy by the writers of Chicago and Cabaret. We'll start out with an “all
you can eat” country breakfast at The Machine Shed in Rockford and visit
the historic downtown of Mt. Carroll before enjoying the indoor play. A full
dinner awaits us afterwards at Timber Lake Resort. Cost is $65. Deadline to
sign up and pay is July 5. For more information or to sign up see the Activ-
ity Binder or call Shirley Busse at 815-338-90163
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GRACE STAFF & COUNCIL

Senior Pastor
Rev. Kenneth D. Gibson
kgibson@gracewoodstock.org

Office Phone: 815-338-0554
Home Phone: 815-527-7215

Administrator
Tim Hedlin
thedlin@gracewoodstock.org
Director of Music Ministries
Ron Fredriksen
rfredriksen@gracewoodstock.org

Parish Musicians
Terry Aavang, Jan Burns, Dale Carlson,
Larry Lagerhausen, Tammy Baier

Co-Directors of Preschool Ministry
Linda Mindrum
Imindrum@gracewoodstock.org

Chris Learman
Director of Educational Ministries
Gretchen Hutchens
ghutchens@gracewoodstock.org
Directors of Senior High Ministries
Jay and Deb Fuller
jfuller or dfuller@gracewoodstock.org
Director of Senior Ministries
Shirley Busse
Secretary/Denise Klabunde
dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org

Office Assistant/Cathy Buhrow
cbuhrow@gracewoodstock.org

Wedding Coordinator Leader
Dee Brown

Building Supervisor/Ken Zank
Custodian/Kim Brink

Officers & Council
Rick Cornell; Mary Beth Martin-Bellavia;
Cynthia DeBerg; Brian Gerloff;

Nan Goerlitz; Sonja Hutchens; Kathy
Nordin; Joe Pienschke; Tim Stumpff;
Chuck Varys; Steve Young
council@gracewoodstock.org
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Here is your link to the Weekend Worship Participants Schedule:

May:

http:/mwww.gracewoodstock.org/WeeklyNews/Archives/05-worship%20schedule%20may. pdf

June:

http://www.gracewoodstock.org/WeeklyNews/Monthly%20Worship%?20Participants.pdf

THE WEEKS AHEAD AT GRACE

Wednesday, May 19
9:00AM  4’s & 5’s Preschool
12:30 PM  Staff Meeting

Thursday, May 20
9:00 AM  3's & 5’s Preschool
7.00PM  Council Meeting

Friday, May 21
9:00AM 4’s & 5’s Preschool

Saturday, May 22

8:00 AM  Graceful Men’s
Breakfast-WWII Veterans Stories
9:00 AM Band

5:00 PM  Worship—New
Members Received &
Healing Service

Young Adults
Fellowship

6:00 PM

Sunday, May 23
Share The Bounty

8:30AM  Traditional Worship
New Members Received &
Healing Service

930 AM  New Member Cookie
Reception

10:45 AM Contemporary Worship
New Members Received &
Healing Service

2:00 PM Boy Scout Patrol Leader Conf.

Monday, May 24
9:00 AM  4’s & 5's Preschool
6:30 PM  Boy Scouts Troop 153

Tuesday, May 25

9:00 AM 3's & 5’s Preschool
12:00 PM  Senior Luncheon
7:00PM  Green Team Meeting
7:00PM  Women Praise

Wednesday, May 26

9:00 AM 4’s & 5’s Preschool
1230 PM  Staff Meeting

7:00 PM  Exultation!

Thursday, May 27

9:00 AM 3's & 5’s Preschool

12:00 PM  Naomi Circle

1:30PM  Food Pantry Meeting

6:30 PM  Preschool End Of Year
Program

Friday, May 28
9:00 AM  4’s & 5’s Preschool

Saturday, May 29
9:00 AM Band
5:00PM  Worship

Sunday, May 30

Share The Bounty
830AM  Traditional Worship
10:45 AM  Contemporary Worship

Monday, May 31
Memorial Day
Church Office Closed

Tuesday, June 1

9:00AM  Sewing Circle

6:00 PM  Evangelism Comm. Mtg.
6:30 PM  Spirituality Team Mtg.
7:00PM  Women Praise

Wednesday, June 2
9:30 PM  Staff Meeting
7:00 PM  Exultation!

Thursday, June 3
700PM  Worship & Music
Comm. Mtg.

Friday, June 4
No Events Scheduled

Saturday, June 5
9:00AM Band
5:00PM  Worship

NEXT 4 Vj.

SUNDAY! L
\/

BEGINNING h

May 30th

The Summer Service Schedule

5:00PM Casual Service

8:30AM  Traditional Service

10:00AM Contemporary
Service

A Table Prayer
The Day of Pentecost

Blessed are you, O Lord our God,
who gathers the whole world into
the Spirit of your Son. You have
given us food for another day:
blessed be God forever! We beg
you to pour out food for the needy,
that all peoples and languages
may praise your name, through
Christ our Lord. Amen.



